Bios

These bios should go into boxes with text scrolling at a nice typeface size to read.

Dany,  we would like some bio from you as well, but don’t have one.  Please write and email to Sally for edits ok?
Bruce Odland - Artistic Director, Producer, and Sound Design, Planet Earth Gallery, Sounds from the Vaults.
Bruce Odland has more than 20 years experience as a producer, sound artist, and composer, working in theatre, film, exhibits, and festivals.  He has a history of conceiving and successfully realizing ambitious projects using cutting edge technologies. Mr. Odland has been creating interactive sonic and multimedia installations in public spaces since 1976, including the Ars Electronica Festival in Linz, Austria; New Music America; The Salzburg Festival, Foundation Maeght in Nice, and the Sonambiente Festival in Berlin. This summer, with long time collaborater and fellow sound artist Sam Auinger, he installed a permanent sound art installation for the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art (Mass MoCA), which transforms ambient traffic noise into harmonious overtone series.  His pioneer work in sound design for theatre has led to collaborations with many of America’s leading directors, including Peter Sellars and JoAnne Akalaitis, and to a 1997 Helen Hayes Award for sound design.

Bruce is the President of 30/70 Productions, Ltd., which he founded in 1997 to produce collaborative projects with other designers. The company is currently designing large-scale interactive and multimedia exhibitions for the Millennium for both the Field Museum of Natural History in Chicago and the Earth Centre in South Yorkshire, England. Bruce assembled the design team for the Planet Earth Gallery, drawing from the most creative minds in their fields.

George Tsypin – Overall visual concept and installation design,Planet Earth Gallery
George Tsypin is an architect, sculptor and set designer who studied architecture in Moscow and set design in New York.  In 1977 he won his first architectural competition "New and Spontaneous Ideas for Theatre of the Future". He has designed sets in all the major opera houses in Europe and America including Convent Garden, Bastille Opera, La Scala and Glyndebourne Festival.  The most memorable productions he has designed are "Saint Francis of Assisi in Salzburg Festival; "Oedipus Rex" in Japan with Jessi Norman;  "The Grand Macabre" in Salzburg and Paris, and "Theodora" in Glyndebourne.   George designed the concert "Symphony for the Earth" in Japan - an international satellite hook-up of major musicians around the world, as well as Sony's production of "Marsalis on Music", for which he received a Peabody Award.  He is currently working on the production of "The Gamester" at the Metropolitan Opera, and "Biblical Works" in  Amsterdam.  His set design for the full "Ring Cycle" will be seen in June of 1999 at DeNerlandse Opera in Holland.  George's sculptures and drawings for theatre and opera have been exhibited in a one-man show at Twinning Gallery in New York.

Donald Holder - Lighting Design, Planet Earth Gallery
Donald Holder is known for both his theatrical lighting and architectural lighting designs.  He recently won the 1998 Tony and Outer Critics Circle Award for his lighting design for “The Lion King” on Broadway.  Mr. Holder has designed over 200 professional productions in venues ranging from Broadway to Off-Broadway to resident theatres throughout the United States, including Arena Stage, The Mark Taper Form, Seattle Repertory Theatre, The Goodman Theatre, Centre Stage, Dallas Theatre Center, American Repertory Theatre, and many others.  With Mr. Tsypin, he designed Julie Taymor’s production of “Salome” for the Kirov Opera in St. Petersburg and Oberammergau.  Mr. Holder’s architectural lighting projects include Sony Plaza, The Swiss Center, and Andersen Consulting’s executive presentation facilities in New York, The America’s Smithsonian touring exhibition, and numerous galleries, restaurants and private residences.  He holds an MFA in Technical Design and Production from The Yale School of Drama.  His work has been profiled in such professional publications as Lighting Dimensions, Electrical Construction and Management, Theatre Crafts International and Architectural Record.

Sam Auinger – Composition and Sound Design, Planet Earth Gallery, Sounds from the Vaults
Sam Auinger is an Austrian composer and musician known for his cutting edge work in sound design, psycho-acoustics and interactive installations. His work has been heard in film, theater, radio, video, exhibitions and festivals in Europe and the U.S.  Sam survived a conservatory training at the Linz Brucknerkonservatorium and the Mozarteum in Salzburg, going on to tour Europe as a vocalist, songwriter, and sax player in the rock and punk scene from 1977 to 1981, after which he founded SWAP, a conceptual and performing art-duet. Since 1989, he has collaborated with Bruce Odland on a number of large-scale sound installations, including “Garden of Time Dreaming” (Ars Electronica Festival 1990), “Traffic Mantr” (Rome 1992), “Stad Traum” (Salzburg Festival 1991) and “Cloud Chamber” (NYC 1997).  In 1997, Sam received a DAAD scholarship to go to Berlin where, with Rubert Huber, he founded the media band “Berliner Theorie”, a project which has stretched the technical possibilities of performing and hearing real time audio on the internet.
Chris Salter - Interactivity Design, Planet Earth Gallery
Chris Salter trained in economics, philosophy, theater sciences and computer-generated sound at Emory and Stanford Universities. Since 1990, while specializing in directing, he has also been engaged in intensive work in digital sound processing,  multimedia production and interactive performance systems. He was awarded the Fulbright and Alexander von Humboldt Chancellor fellowships for work in Germany between 1993-1995, where he worked as a directing assistant with Peter Sellars (Salzburg Festival, Berlin, Royal Opera-Covent Garden), Peter Stein (Salzburg) and Frank Castorf (Volksbuhne, Berlin).  He is also a frequent musical collaborator with the Frankfurt Ballet, having worked on the pieces Eidos:Telos (1995) and Sleepers Guts (1996, 1997 and 1999). Chris has collaborated previously with Sam Auinger and Bruce Odland (“Cloud Chamber”) and “Berliner Theorie”, “BOX” (Linz, 1998) and “SuperCOLLIDER” (Ars Electronica 1998). He formed the collective sponge in 1996, along with Laura Farabough and Sha Xin Wei, to realize performances and media artifacts exploring the transformation of human experience and perception through electronic and computer-assisted systems (m2, The Lab, San Francisco 1998, as well as future performances in Frankfurt and Munich).
Peter Erskine - Solar Spectrum Design, Planet Earth Gallery
Peter Erskine is a sculptor and solar artist from Venice, California, whose signature pieces involve creating solar spectrum light designs for unusual architectural settings.  His work has been exhibited internationally, where it has received extensive press and media coverage.  His1992 exhibit “Secrets of the Sun: Millennial Meditations” in Trajan’s Market, Rome, Italy, was a collaboration with Bruce Odland and Sam Auinger, who designed the accompanying site-specific sonic installation.  Secrets of the Sun (S.O.S.) has since been exhibited in the Berlin 2000 Festival (1993) and Los Angeles’s historic Union Station (1995).  Permanent artworks of S.O.S are installed at Puente Hills Mall in Southern California and now in the Planet Earth Gallery at the Earth Centre.  Future S.O.S. exhibitions and permanent installations are being developed for the U.S., England, Germany, and Australia.

Rachel De Boer - Video Artist, Planet Earth Gallery
Dutch video artist Rachel DeBoer is well known in the live video and art installation  scene in Europe.  She attended the Gerrit Rietveld Acadamie and the Rijks Academie Voor Beeldende Kunsten in Amsterdam where she started making visual poetry and installations combining 2D video animation, images, text and samples into endless video computer loops.  Since 1993 she  has worked as a video jockey, organizing video events with live video editing and live mixing, together with DJ's and musicians in a video jockey collective named  EYEGASM. Since 1997 she has been collaborating  with composer and sound-designer Sam Auinger, exploring the relationship between live sound and video and developing ways to work real time with a variety of  art disciplines/media, including DJ's, visual artists, dancers and musicians.  Rachel also creates live video decor for television and theater.  Her current goal is making spatial video works.  Rachel works as a solo VJ under the name Floating Video.

Michael Blanco - Production Manager/Technical Director, Planet Earth Gallery
Michael Blanco has over ten years experience as a production and stage manager.  He served as production manager at The Joyce Theatre from 1990 to 1995 and at the Lincoln Center Festival in 1996.  His Production Stage Management credits include: “St. Matthew Passion”, directed by Jonathan Miller at the Majestic Theatre, BAM; the Paris Opera Ballet production of Robert “Le Martyre de Saint Sebastien”, at MC93 in Bobigny, France, the metropolitan Opera House, NYC, and Paris Opera House; and “Cosi Fan Tutte” and “The Crucible” productions by the Julliard Opera Center at the Julliard Opera Theatre. He was Stage Manager for Laurie Anderson’s 1995 “Nerve Bible World Tour” and for Philip Glass’s opera, “Mattogrosso” .  He has managed national and international tours for several dance companies, including Momix Dance Theatre, Parsons Dance Company, Murray Lewis Dance Company, and National Ballet of Cuba.  Mr. Blanco’s strong experience in production management, stage electrics, projection systems, sound operation and lighting design, as well as his experience supervising residential and commercial construction, led to his selection as production manager to coordinate and oversee the complex and interrelated aspects of building, installing, and running the Planet Earth Gallery multimedia exhibit.

Gerald Schalek - Technical Systems Design, Planet Earth Gallery, Sounds from the Vaults
Gerald Schalek specializes in the technical design and programming of complex electronic and computer systems. His first project was "Music in 1000 Information" at the Ars Electronica, Linz Austria, 1986, for which he was responsible for the technical design and programming.  He has been working with fellow Austrian, Sam Auinger, since 1985, creating computer-music sequencing and designing technical systems for many of his projects and installations, including the 1994 air-show "3 Steps to Heaven" at Wiener Neustadt.  Gerald has been the computer programmer/systems guru for many Odland/Auinger installations, including "Garden of Time Dreaming" (Ars Electronica, 1990), "StadTraum" (Salzburg Festival, 1991), "Max Res"  (Ars Electronica, 1995), and  R3" (Sound Art Festival, Hannover, 1995) and "Balance 1.0" (Sonambiente Festival, Berlin, 1996).   In 1996, Sam Auinger and Gerald formed a group called "TAM TAM" with production studios in Berlin and Linz, Austria.

Marc Antony Fernandez -Virtual Instrument Design, Work Station Programming, Website Design 

Marc began his artistic career at age 11 when the City of Miami recruited him to attend the New World School of the Arts. Before graduating high school, Marc began working for Miami’s public television station - Miami Net-9 - where he directed, shot, and edited a documentary series entitled “Art in Miami”.  Shortly after receiving a local Emmy nomination, he was invited to attend NYU film school.  There he received several honors for screenwriting and directing, including the Tischman award for screenwriting.  Marc currently works for the bicoastal music house tomandandy, where he heads the multimedia department.  The website he created for tomandandy received the 1999 Bronze award for website design from ID magazine.

Christopher Kondek -Video Design  

Chris Kondek has been designing video for theatre since 1990, working closely with The Wooster Group for their productions of “Brace Up!”, “Fish Story”, “Emperor Jones”, and “The Hairy Ape”.  He co-created video with Laurie Anderson for her concert “The Nerve Bible”, and for “The Warchild Benefit” for London’s Meltdown Festival.  He has created video for The American Music Theater Festival’s “Another Midsummer Night”, for Choreographer Susan Marshall’s “Spectators at an Event”, and for New York City Opera’s  “Midsummer Marriage” directed by Francesca Zambello.  In 1997, Chris collaborated with Bruce Odland to create the interactive  installation “Hive Music”.  Currently, Chris has a chroma key exhibit installed in the American Museum of the Moving Image. 

Cecile Bouchier- Set Design 

Cecile is a visual and scenic artist who  specializes in creating visual designs for multimedia productions.  Her design credits include a multimedia production of Carmina Burana and Mozart’s Requiem in a football stadium (Holland) and Richard Teitelbaum’s multimedia opera “Golem” in Berlin, Amsterdam, and Canada.  Celcile has earned a reputation as an excellent collaborator whose form language works very well with other creative disciplines.

Bill Ballou -Technical Director, Sculpture Design for Work Stations and Touch Pads, Sounds from the Vaults 

Bill has worked behind the scenes in theater, dance, film and television for nearly three decades.  He has created rigging, sets, props and stage machinery for regional, Broadway and European theaters and has designed lighting, scenery and sound for diverse productions around the United States.  His imaginative and innovative designs for electronic and mechanical apparatuses have been used in collaborations with such artists. as  David Byrne, Wooster Group, Elizabeth Streb, and John Sayles.  In film, Bill has worked as construction coordinator or art director for more than a dozen studio and independent features, and designed and built sculptural elements for several more.  Television credits include many commercials, as well as music videos ranging  from pop music to heavy metal to hip-hop.  Bill currently teaches at Cal Arts, where he is founding a technical theatre department.
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